SPRING BRANCH INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

Inspiring minds. Shaping lives.

Our Priorities
ELEMENTARY PRIORITIES:
LITERACY & NUMERACY
ENGLISH LEARNERS
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORTS

SECONDARY PRIORITIES:

LITERACY & NUMERACY
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SUPPORTS
DIGITAL EXPANSION
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE)

I am thrilled to welcome you to Spring Branch ISD’s 2020 State of the Schools event. Today is an opportunity to celebrate
the accomplishments of our Spring Branch family – partners, community members, students, staff, and families. Today also is an
opportunity to share the important work happening in SBISD and how you - no matter your role - can positively impact the learning
experience for Every Child.
SBISD continues to be singularly focused on our T-2-4 goal to ensure Every Child achieves post-secondary success, be it a technical
certification or military training, or a 2-year or 4-year degree. To achieve T-2-4, I have asked our system to focus on a few key priorities:
At the elementary level, we are focused on literacy, numeracy, social-emotional supports and addressing the needs of our
English Learners. Literacy and numeracy are foundational skills all children must master to succeed in school and in life. We also know
that children must feel good about themselves and happy being in school with all the right supports so they are well prepared for middle
and high school.
At the secondary level, while we continue to prioritize literacy and numeracy, we also are focused on digital expansion and
Career & Technical Education (CTE). We are excited to provide students with the devices and connectivity they need for 24/7
access to learning and the rich instructional experiences they need for success. And, we need to provide robust CTE programming and
pathways so we are connecting our students’ classroom learning to career opportunities, preparing them to enter our global workforce.
We are deeply grateful to our Class of 2019 Good Neighbors and partners for your strategic support of SBISD. We could not achieve
our highest and best for Every Child without you. Thank you.
Learn more about our priorities and focus areas as you explore the pages that follow. Hopefully, you’ll more deeply understand the
context for our work and be inspired to stay engaged so that - together - we can inspire the minds and shape the lives of the 35,000
children we are honored to serve each and every day.

Jennifer Blaine, Ed.D.
SBISD Superintendent of Schools

Stay connected: online.springbranchisd.com/blaine/

Spring Branch T-2-4*, our
single-focused goal, inspires
our students, educators,
families, and community
with a clear vision for
student success.
*Every SBISD graduate will attain a technical certificate, military training,
or a two-year or four-year degree.

Help them
achieve
T-2-4.
Support Our
Priorities
Literacy & Numeracy
English Learners
Social-Emotional
Supports
Career & Technical
Education
Digital Expansion

Shaping Our Work
Why have we identified
these priorities?
Identifying important areas of work
(priorities) will help us achieve T-2-4.
It’s up to each of us to ensure that the investment
we’re making in our schools - and kids - is meaningful
and impactful.
Our priorities provide a framework to do that.
They help each of us - no matter our role - align and
focus our collective efforts, ensuring that Every Child
remains at the heart of everything we do.

Literacy & Numeracy
Every Child should read on or above grade level
by third grade.

English Learners
Every Child will achieve academically and will
successfully acquire English Language skills.

Social-Emotional Supports
Every Child benefits when strong social-emotional
supports are in place to nurture his/her growth
and development.

Digital Expansion
Every Child should have great teachers who
are equipped to leverage instructional tools and
technology to maximize learning experiences.

Career & Technical Education
Every Child will have opportunities for futurefocused, industry-aligned CTE coursework that
integrates rigorous academics with related career
and technical skills.

INSIDE READSBISD SCAN CODE TO SEE HOW READSBISD
IS SHAPING LITERACY AND STUDENT SUCCESS IN SBISD.

You can support this important priority!

Literacy & Numeracy
For our students to have the best shot
at T-2-4 success, they need to read on or
above grade level by third grade.
In SBISD, not all of our students are achieving this
milestone. That’s why literacy is the priority instructional
focus, not only in early grades, but in every grade, until
our students cross the stage, diploma in hand. This
fall, SBISD launched several initiatives supporting our
balanced literacy approach. A few of our initiatives
include:
•

•
•
•

Adoption of universal elementary language arts
curriculum focused on balanced literacy components
of reading, writing, and phonics
Partnership with Columbia University for educator
professional development
Significant expansion of classroom libraries with
hundreds of leveled books and novels
Introduction of ReadSBISD as the district’s
umbrella brand to promote, align, unify and extend
community-supported literacy programs

Read

SBISD

Learn more:
springbranchisd.com/read

Reading Buddies, our newly launched tutoring program
targets young readers on the brink of success. Early results
are very promising, with student reading level growth
exceeding expectations. We are proud pilot partners in the
Barbara Bush Houston Literacy Foundation’s (BBHLF) new
Reading Roundup program, providing high-quality resources
so volunteers can provide meaningful classroom read-alouds.
Many SBISD Good Neighbors have long supported our
literacy efforts. If you’re looking for ways to actively support
SBISD’s literacy priority, consider:

• Being a Reading Buddy
• Being a BBHLF My Home Library sponsor
• Being a BBHLF Reading Roundup
volunteer
• Funding a J. Landon Short Mini Grant
• Sponsoring a Cat in the Hat
Pre-K performance

English Learners
Did you know that over 75 languages are
spoken in Spring Branch schools?
We genuinely believe our diversity makes us stronger.
Houston is one of the most diverse cities in America, and
the rich blend of cultures found in our community is one
of the things that attracts families to our area. Our English
Learners come from all over the world!
Our Every Child core value affirms our commitment to
ensure every student has a great educational experience
in SBISD. More than a third of our students are English
Learners, one of the highest percentages in the state.
Among these English Learners are our Newcomers, who
have limited English proficiency and have been in the
U.S. for less than two years.
Here’s a sampling of how we are addressing the
needs of our English Learners and their families.

We have:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Invested heavily in professional development for teachers
of English Learners
Significantly expanded our Spanish language instructional
and literacy materials
Developed a Newcomer Support Plan
Launched the Latino Family Literacy Project
Expanded translation and interpretation services
Expanded family services at the SBISD Welcome Center

If you’re interested in actively supporting SBISD’s English
Learners priority consider:

•
•
•
•

Being a SpringBoard Mentor
Being a mentor for Newcomer Families
Being a Reading Buddy
Donating books for school and home
libraries

Social-Emotional Supports
When a student comes to school tired,
hungry, stressed, or without his/her basic
needs being met, the learning that needs
to happen simply can’t.
Educators are reporting more students and families
dealing with trauma, and increased numbers of students
presenting behavioral or mental health struggles. Families
are dealing with increasing pressures with causes ranging
from financial stress to the impacts of social media.
SBISD is committed to allocating resources, developing
programming, and partnering with organizations across
our region to address the social, emotional, physical and
mental health needs of our students and families.
We have:
•
•
•

Realigned our guidance and counseling structure
Added a Mental Health and Crisis Facilitator and
a Mental Health Police Officer
Added a substance abuse counselor and
programming to focus on screening and prevention
of at-risk factors

•
•

Expanded Mental Health and Trauma training
Expanded partnerships and collaborations with area
medical and non-profit organizations

Interested in actively supporting SBISD’s Social-Emotional
Supports priority?
Here are some ideas:

•
•
•
•

Be a SpringBoard Mentor
Be a weekend food partner
Host a clothing drive
Sponsor or participate in a
Parent U event
• Support partners who support our kids
INSIDE SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL
SUPPORTS
SCAN CODE TO SEE HOW
COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOL (CIS),
MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS,
AND THE SBISD POLICE DEPARTMENT
ARE WORKING TOGETHER.
Watch it: vimeo.com/390609975

Digital Expansion
Digital expansion is not merely about a
device for the sake of a device.
Rather, it’s about the empowerment students have with
anytime, anywhere access to assignments, instructional
resources, and connecting with classmates and teachers
to ask a question. It’s also about the expanded capacity
teachers are developing to differentiate for diverse
learners, assign activities based on each student’s
proficiency levels, and transform the way learning
happens in their classrooms.

To support our digital expansion efforts, you can:

• Ask the students in your life to show
you their itslearning portal as
a great way to stay engaged in their
learning experiences
• Sponsor or support SBISD educator
professional development
experiences

We have:
•

•
•
•

Hired 10 Transformational Learning Specialists
to build secondary teacher capacity for effective
integration of technology into instruction
Distributed 11,338 digital devices
Set expanded expectations for itslearning,
SBISD’s online learning management system
Expanded Technology Academies for families
on basic technology toolsprogramming to focus on
screening and prevention of at-risk factors

INSIDE DIGITAL EXPANSION
SCAN CODE TO SEE HOW
DIGITAL EXPANSION IS SHAPING
LEARNING AT SPRING WOODS
HIGH SCHOOL.
Watch it: vimeo.com/389827838

PLANNING

CTE

The 2017 Bond Program included resources to study and
guide our CTE plans for the future. A broad-based CTE
Committee made recommendations to SBISD Trustees in
December 2018 and a Working Group followed up with a
refined implementation proposal in December 2019.

Career & Technical Education
T-2-4 affirms that we want Every Child in
SBISD to complete some form of higher
education, and all have merit.
Our goal is to provide high-quality, future-focused,
industry-aligned CTE coursework that integrates rigorous
academics with related career and technical skills. CTE
students benefit from engaging learning experiences,
quality internships, and real-world experiences that
prepare them to enter higher education or the workforce.
We have:
•
•
•
•
•

Increased student enrollment in CTE Coursework
Upgraded CTE course technology, funded by the
2017 Bond Program
Identified 20 Future CTE Programs of Study
Conducted a CTE facilities study
Graduated the first TRIO partnership cohort, with
37 graduates earning a Level I Electrical Helper
Certification, and 25 graduates directly hired by
TRIO upon graduation, and one graduate earning
a TRIO scholarship to UH.

To support SBISD’s Career & Technical Education (CTE)
priority, you can:

• Provide student internships
• Participate in classroom visits, field
trips, and other field-based experiences
• Offer job shadow or “dinner with the
experts” experiences
• Participate in Career Days
• Judge a student project/competition
INSIDE CTE
SCAN CODE TO SEE HOW
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION
IS SHAPING LEARNING IN SBISD.
Watch it: vimeo.com/369945653
Visit: online.springbranchisd.com/cte/

Supporting Every Child
SBISD is committed to strategic and impactful partnerships that foster meaningful engagement.
We believe our schools and our community are inextricably linked, with each dependent upon the success of the other.

SBISD is a strong supporter of relationships with
community volunteers and partners. It’s one of the things
that makes our school district and community the best
place in Houston to live, work and learn!
Our partners provide volunteers, mentors, resources, job
shadowing, job placement and academic supports for
SBISD students and staff in a variety of meaningful ways.

Collegiate
Challenge
SBISD Mentoring Program

Spring
Board

SBISD Mentoring Program

Our Community Relations team can help you find an
engagement opportunity that aligns with your personal
or organizational goals.

Contact us to learn more:
SBISD Community Relations, 713-251-2460
partner@springbranchisd.com

SBISD Employee
Perks Program

A sampling of programs supported by SBISD Community Relations

Support Our Foundation
The Spring Branch Education Foundation
is committed to supporting our students
and educators through campus grants
and student scholarships.
Your gifts do make a difference! They are investments in
our students and in our community.
Whether you give to Project School Supply, our
scholarship or grant fund, or designate your gift for
a specific school or program know that your entire
tax-deductible gift is going directly to help our students.

Together, we can achieve our goal of
excellence in education for every SBISD
student.

Here are a few of the many programs SBEF supports:

•
•
•
•
•
•

The General Scholarship Fund
The SBEF Employee Campaign
The Alumni Scholarship Fund
The Fund for the Future Endowment
The Legacy Circle
The School Supply Project

Spring Branch Education Foundation
955 Campbell Road, Houston, TX 77024
713-251-2381, 713-251-2279 fax
Cece Thompson
Executive Director

cecilia.thompson@springbranchisd.com
Visit the SBEF website to learn more:
springbrancheducationfoundation.com

SBISD At-a-Glance

Our District
34,623

Schools

70+

Diversity makes us stronger. #CollectiveGreatness
Source: TAPR 2018-19

Our Bond
Work is under way on three district schools to be
rebuilt under SBISD’s $898.4 million 2017 Bond
Program. The bond program continues the
transformation of the district that began under the
2007 Bond, which rebuilt 13 elementary schools
among other program projects.

springbranchisd.com/bond

Demographics

Our Students
2,045 Pre-K
14,707 Elementary
7,648 Middle
10,177 High

59% 34%
59%

Source: TAPR 2018-19

59% Hispanic
27 % White
7% Asian
5% African American
2% Other

S P R I N G B R A N CH I NDEPENDENT S CHO O L DI S TRICT

Inspiring minds. Shaping lives.

The SBISD Board of Trustees
Pam Goodson, President
Chris Gonzalez, Vice President
Minda Caesar, Secretary
J. Carter Breed, Trustee
Josef D. Klam, Trustee
Karen Peck, Trustee
Chris Vierra, Trustee

955 Campbell Rd., Houston, TX 77024

713-464-1511

The foundation of success for our students and our school system
is rooted in our Core Values that define the Spring Branch Way:
Every Child, Collective Greatness, Collaborative Spirit, Limitless
Curiosity and Moral Compass.

