
On Tuesday, Nov. 7, Spring Branch voters will be asked to consider an $898.4 million bond issue to continue 
rebuilding the district’s aging schools and to provide district-wide improvements to all Spring Branch ISD 
campuses.
 A Bond Advisory Committee worked for several months reviewing district needs (i.e. instruction, technology 
and transportation) and current and future district facility needs. 
 The group included parents, business representatives, senior retirees, teachers and other patrons from every 
feeder pattern in the district. Their work was informed by the district’s Long Range Facilities Plan, which 
identified more than $1.3 billion in facility needs.

The Proposed Bond Package will:
• Replace remaining 9 oldest elementary schools and 1 middle school
• Add a new classroom building at Memorial and Northbrook high schools, replace the auditorium at 

Stratford High and renovate the cafeteria/library at Spring Woods High
• Add a classroom wing at Cedar Brook Elementary
• Upgrade safety and security, building systems, and technology at all campuses, including classroom 

furniture for secondary schools
• Replace Career & Technical Education classroom equipment
• Replace aged musical instruments and uniforms
• Upgrade athletics, including 4 high school turf fields (MHS, NHS, SHS and SWHS)
• Replace older buses

 The SBISD Board of Trustees has not raised the school tax rate of $1.3945 since 2010 and does not plan to 
raise the tax rate as a result of this bond election. The bond package is based on a conservative financial model. A 
review of the model following Hurricane Harvey continues to indicate the district’s ability to complete this bond 
package without increasing the tax rate.
 SBISD offers every tax break allowed by law, including the 20 percent local homestead exemption. Spring 
Branch homeowners have the third lowest tax burden in the Houston area – less than Katy, Spring, Cy-Fair, and 
most other surrounding districts (Aldine, Alief, Humble, Klein).

Big Gain, Little Effort
 SpringBoard program mentor Kathy Plugge 
heard about guiding young students during a church 
presentation. She soon became a mentor for two students, 
visiting them during lunch each week at Nottingham 
Elementary and Spring Forest Middle schools.
 “It might sound like a big commitment, but really it is 
not difficult to accomplish. It only takes a half-hour at 
each school, and it is not a burden at all,” she said. 
 Plugge was moved to volunteer by the success 
statistics she heard during one of her orientations: 
Mentoring has significant positive effects. Students who 
have a mentor are 55 percent more likely to be enrolled 
in college later than those who did not have a mentor. 
Mentored youth maintain better views of schooling, too.
 “The success rate of each student and likelihood of 
staying in school through high school was directly related 
to the number of positive adult role models present in the 
student’s life,” she said. “That is what spoke to me. Such 
a big gain from such little effort.”    
 A former teacher, Plugge is one of the district’s many 
SpringBoard mentors. Nearly 600 SpringBoard mentors 
now assist students in grades 3-12 by simply being 
great listeners and offering support, encouragement and 
guidance.
 They help 
young people 
gain the skills 
needed to 
address school 
and home 
issues that may 
discourage 
them from 
reaching their 
potential. For 
a small time 
investment, volunteers supply the big gift of hope to 
those they meet with. They provide a vision of success.
 At Notttingham Elementary, Plugge mentored a 
fourth-grader, Tira, last year who enjoyed hearing about 
Plugge’s own family and their activities. She helped Tira 
as the reading portion of the STAAR test approached, 
reminding her to “get enough sleep, eat a good breakfast 
and do her best.” The mentor and student read books 
together, a fun activity that has long-range benefits.
 At Spring Forest Middle, the mentor worked with an 
eighth-grader, Tytiana, who was matched with Plugge 
back in third grade. Tytiana, by her account, has grown in 
confidence and joined school groups more readily. 
 Some of her interests have included choir, volleyball, 
basketball, orchestra and track & field, where Tytiana 
competes in both shotput and discus.
 “I am inspired by the quote, ‘Dream-Believe-Live,’” 
Tytiana said. “I dream about big goals, and when I hear 
‘No,’ I know I can achieve them because I believe in 
myself.” She began high school this year.
 Becky Wuerth, the district’s customer services and 
community relations program specialist, calls Plugge “a 
pillar of hope and light” for the girls she has mentored.
 If you are interested in making a positive difference in 
the life of a student, please call (713) 251-2468 or visit 
the SpringBoard mentoring program online:  
https://cms.springbranchisd.com/mentoring/
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Save the Date for Saturday, Nov. 11, 7 p.m. when the Spring Branch Education Foundation celebrates the SBEF Strong Ungala 2017. This year’s event highlights 
the amazing care shown for neighbors in need while supporting grants and scholarships. Event site is the Royal Sonesta Hotel Houston, 2222 West Loop South. 

For more details: (713) 251-2381

Bear Pride Marks All-Class Reunion
 Spring Branch Senior High School alumni will see their old school in a new 
light when they return for their biennial reunion the weekend of Oct. 21.
 For starters, the building is new – kind of. After SBISD’s 2007 bond 
program work, the original entrance façade is now visible from behind the 
new classroom wings facing Westview. The school’s original auditorium also 
got a facelift during renovation and rebuilding.
 And many alumni will walk up to the new building for the first time on a 
brick walk – the “alumni pathway” – installed as a fundraiser by the Spring 
Branch Senior High School Alumni Association.
 And they’ll see, for the first time, the Spring Branch Senior High School 
Museum in its new space, the former SBSHS library, with its glass walls 
and winding staircase, repurposed during the renovation specifically for the 
museum, including floor space for the mosaic bear from the former building’s 
entrance. Bruno the Bear has a new home as well. (Continued on next page)

Kathy Plugge and mentee Tira

No Tax Change for Seniors 65 and Over
This bond issue will NOT affect the tax bill or the amount of taxes 
paid for anyone disabled or 65 or older with a homestead exemption.

Early Voting: October 23 - November 3
Two Early Voting Locations within SBISD:
Trini Mendenhall Community Center
1414 Wirt Road, Houston, TX 77055
Nottingham Park
926 Country Place Drive, Houston, TX 77079

Visit www.harrisvotes.com for early voting sites.
Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 7
Election Day Voting Locations:
www.harrisvotes.com
Read more about the Bond Proposal:
www.springbranchisd.com/bond2017
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Spring Branch Independent School District

STARCard
Seniors Take A Role

SBISD Communications Department
(713) 251-2272

To get your STARCard and earn these discounts, please contact:

 
STARCards are distributed 
free of charge to citizens 65 
or older who reside in SBISD. 

It’s our way of saying 
“Thanks!” for all you’ve 
done, and continue to do 
 to support our district.

You can make a difference.

Inspire a mind. Shape a life.

Benefits include:
 • 20 percent discounts on SBISD 
continuing education classes
 • Free admission to SBISD regular 
season “home game” athletic events 
(playoffs not included)
 • Free admission to student 
performances (some seats are limited 
and advance ticket pick-up may be 
required)
 • 10 percent off on Wednesdays at 
Blue Willow Books, 14532 Memorial Drive

Note: Special reservation and pricing policies may apply for some theater and other 
campus events. Seniors who are 65 years old or older seeking STARCard discounts for 
events should always check special reservation and pricing policies ahead of time.

October 2017
10 Stratford HS Orchestra Honor Concert Tallowood Baptist Church (7:30 p.m.)
12 Band Fall Concert and Social  Memorial MS Courtyard (5:30 p.m.)
12 Bobcat Playhouse’s Spookfest Spring Forest MS Auditorium (4 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.)
12 Fall Choir Concert Spring Oaks MS Auditorium (5:30 p.m.)
13-14 What’s My Color? Musical Spring Woods HS Auditorium (7:30 p.m.)
15 What’s My Color? Musical Spring Woods HS Auditorium (2:30 p.m.)
17 Memorial Orchestra Concert MHS Performing Arts Center (7 p.m.)
19 Harvey Stratford HS Playhouse (7:30 p.m.)
20-21 What’s My Color? Musical Spring Woods HS Auditorium (7:30 p.m.)
21-22 Harvey Stratford HS Playhouse (7:30 p.m.)
24 Fall Choir Concert Stratford High School (7:30 p.m.)
25 Fall Band Concert Spring Oaks MS Auditorium (5:30 p.m.)
25 Choir Cabaret Show Northbrook High School (7 p.m.)
25 Orchestra Fall Concert for Everyone Stratford High School (7:30 p.m.)
26-28 Harvey Stratford HS Playhouse (7:30 p.m.)
28 Harvey Stratford HS Playhouse (2:30 p.m.)
28 Spring Forest Band Concert Spring Forest MS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)

November 2017
4 Region Choir Concert Tallowood Baptist Church (4 p.m.)
6-7 Cinderella Westchester Academy (7:30 p.m.)
9-11 Bobcat Playhouse’s FALL into Theatre Spring Forest MS (6:30 p.m.)
9-11 Peter and the Starcatcher MHS Performing Arts Center (7 p.m.)
10 Veterans Day Celebration Spring Forest Middle School (8:30 a.m.)
10 Veterans Day Celebration Spring Branch Middle School (9 a.m.)
10-11 Fall Play Northbrook High School (7 p.m.)
10-11 Romeo and Juliet Westchester Academy Theatre (7 p.m.)
13-14 Cinderella Westchester Academy (7:30 p.m.)

December 2017
1 Band Winter Concert Northbrook HS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)
1 Winter Choir Concert Westchester Academy (7 p.m.)
3 Stratford HS Choir Wassail Dinner Norris Conference Center (6 p.m.*)
5 Winter Choir Concert Spring Oaks MS Auditorium (5:30 p.m.)
5 Band Winter Concert MHS Auditorium (6 p.m.)
5 Orchestra Concert Spring Forest MS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)
5 Choir Winter Concert Stratford High School (7:30 p.m.)
5 Band Winter Concert MHS Performing Arts Center (7:30 p.m.)
6 Band Christmas Concert Spring Oaks MS Auditorium (5:30 p.m.)
6 Winter Orchestra Concert/Dinner Stratford High School (7:30 p.m.)
7 Choir Concert Spring Forest MS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)
8 Memorial Orchestra Concert MHS Performing Arts Center (7 p.m.)
11 Beginner Band Winter Concert Memorial MS Auditorium (6 p.m.)
11 Band Concert Spring Forest MS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)

January 2018
25-27 The Addams Family Stratford HS Playhouse (7:30 p.m.)
27 The Addams Family Stratford HS Playhouse (2:30 p.m.)
26 IB Student Theatre Showcase Westchester Academy Theatre (3:30 p.m.)

February 2018
1 Band Small Ensemble Concert Memorial MS Auditorium (6 p.m.)
1-3 All Shook Up all-school musical MHS Performing Arts Center (7 p.m.)
1-3 The Addams Family Stratford HS Playhouse (7:30 p.m.)
1-3 Musical Northbrook HS Auditorium (TBA)
2 Talent Show Westchester Academy (7 p.m.)
3 Band Solo & Ensemble Contest Memorial Middle School, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
3 The Addams Family Stratford HS Playhouse, 2:30 p.m
2 Bobcat Talent Show Spring Forest MS Auditorium, 4 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.
7 Valentine Choir Concert Northbrook HS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)
8-10 All Shook Up all-school musical MHS Performing Arts Center (7 p.m.)
27 Choir Concert Spring Forest MS Auditorium (6:30 p.m.)

* Ticketed Event

Harvey Relief Fund Exceeds Goals
 Spring Branch Education Foundation officials announced recently that the SBEF 
Harvey Relief Fund established to aid student and staff families had exceeded $300,000 
by mid-September. Guided by a district/partner steering committee, the Fund will 
distribute assistance to qualifying families with $300 Walmart and Target gift cards.
 “The community’s outpouring of care and support for families in the Spring 
Branch/Memorial community leaves me speechless,” SBEF Executive Director Cece 
Thompson said. “As far as we know, this is the only fund dedicated to this area. Every 
penny will go to student and staff families in Spring Branch ISD schools.”
 SBISD officials estimate that there are 600 student and 200 staff families displaced 
by Harvey. The district uses the Student Residency Questionnaire (SRQ) to make 
student need assessments. SBEF has also awarded a grant of $25,000 to Communities 
in Schools to cover vouchers to help families with rent, utility assistance and other 
basic needs.
 Community members who wish to donate to the SBEF Harvey Relief Fund may visit 
this location: https://cms.springbranchisd.com/sbef/Donate-Now/Donate-Online

Bear Pride (continued from front page)
 “We’re very appreciative of (SBISD),” said Della Sivley Mousner (’53), founding 
curator of the museum. “We’ve waited a long time for this space.”
 VIPs and lifetime alumni association members will be treated to a museum preview 
soiree on Friday evening, Oct. 20, before the museum opens to the public the next day. 
An official ribbon-cutting ceremony will highlight the Saturday festivities.
Friday, Oct. 20
Museum Preview for Lifetime Members

Saturday, Oct. 21
All Day – Alumni store, building tours, sharing with classmates
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Museum grand opening and ribbon-cutting
6 p.m. – Alumni Flag Football Game (Grob Stadium - Admission: $10 adult; $5 child 12 and under)

For more information about the reunion weekend, go to www.springbranchbears.com
Compiled from story by Rusty Graham

Calling All Veterans!
The 17th annual Veterans Day Celebration at Spring Forest Middle School will be 
observed on Friday, Nov. 10. The event begins with an 8 a.m. family breakfast. and 
9 a.m. program. Guest speaker is U.S. Army veteran Katherine Meadows, a Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart recipient. The school is located at 14240 Memorial Drive. All 
local veterans and their families are invited. To RSVP, please call 713-251-4618. A 
separate Veterans Day event will be held Nov. 10 at Spring Branch Middle School.


